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Abstract: Parasitic dinoflagellates in the genus Hematodinium cause disease and mortality in 

several commercially important marine decapod crustaceans. One species, H. perezi, occurs in 

blue crabs, Callinectes sapidus, along the eastern seaboard and Gulf coast of the USA. The 

parasite infects blue crabs, other decapods, and amphipods in the high salinity waters of coastal 

bays. Epizootics of the parasite often reach prevalence levels of 75-80% during outbreaks with 

diseased crabs dying from the infection. Prevalence of the parasite is bimodal, with a minor peak 

in late spring or summer, and a major peak in fall, and declining rapidly to nearly zero in late 

November and December. The rapid decline in infections in the late fall brings up the question of 
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