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GRAPHICAL ABSTRACT 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 1,8-diazabicyclo[5.4.0]undec-7-ene used to make bis(indolenine)squaraine dyes 

 Solution protein fluorescence responses comparable to bis-piperdinium analogue 

 X-ray crystal structure of bis-(1,8-diazabicyclo[5.4.0]undec-7-enium) dye  reported 

 Dye-stained electrophoresis gels do not fluoresce 

 Bacterial cells stained with bis-piperidinium compound fluoresce. 

 

ABSTRACT 

The dual-pendant sulfonate bis(indolenine)squaraines with 1,8-

diazabicyclo[5.4.0]undec-7-enium cations has been prepared and examined with reference to 

the previously studied bis-piperidinium analogue. The X-ray crystal structure of the bis-(1,8-
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