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Authors: Katarzyna Kuczyńska, Piotr Grzonkowski, Łukasz
Kacprzak, Jolanta B. Zawilska

PII: S0379-0738(18)30296-2
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.forsciint.2018.05.042
Reference: FSI 9337

To appear in: FSI

Received date: 14-2-2018
Revised date: 22-5-2018
Accepted date: 26-5-2018

Please cite this article as: Katarzyna Kuczyńska, Piotr Grzonkowski, Łukasz Kacprzak,
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Highlights 

 Fentanyl-related morbility and mortality has alarmingly increased in recent 

years. 

 Most fentanyl abuse involves illicitly produced drug mixed up with heroin. 

 The drug can be also obtained by the diversion of fentanyl-containing 

medicines. 

 Fentanyl overdose rescue is based on a rapid administration of naloxone. 

 

ABSTRACT 

Fentanyl is a potent synthetic opioid used as a narcotic analgesic supplement in 

general and regional anesthesia as well as in management of persistent, severe 

chronic pain. Alarming epidemiological and forensic medicine reports, accumulated 
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