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The separation of Nd and Dy from nitrate solutions using bis(2,4,4-trimethylpentyl) phosphinic acid
(Cyanex272) was investigated. Selective extraction of Dy(IIl) over Nd(III) was achieved with Cyanex272 when
the HNOj3 concentration was 0.001 mol/L. Small amounts of co-loaded Nd(III) were removed by scrubbing with
0.05mol/L dysprosium nitrate solution. Subsequently, stripping of Dy(III) from loaded Cyanex272 was ac-
complished using 0.3 mol/L HNO3. The McCabe-Thiele diagrams were constructed for both extraction of Dy(III)

with Cyanex272 and stripping with HNO3. Finally, a process to separate Nd and Dy was proposed.

1. Introduction

Neodymium(Nd) is the raw material for high-strength permanent
magnets (Nd-Fe-B), which are widely used in voice coil motors, power
hybrid vehicles, electric motors, wind turbines, spindles for computer
hard drives, etc. (Zepf, 2013). There is great demand for the NdA(III)
used in Nd-Fe-B magnets because of its excellent magnetic properties
and functions, compact shapes, and light weight; however, the abun-
dance of neodymium in natural ores is limited (Padhan and Sarangi,
2017; Binnemans, 2014). During the production of the Nd-Fe-B mag-
nets, one-fourth of the alloy materials are left over as scraps (Yoon,
et al., 2016). Both scraps and end-life Nd—-Fe-B magnets are important
secondary sources of Nd(III). Dysprosium (Dy) is used as an additive in
the Nd-Fe-B magnets to improve their high-temperature performance
and increase their intrinsic coercivity, which is an important parameter
for many industrial applications such as motors and generators (Seo and
Morimoto, 2014). Furthermore, Dy(IIl) is ~5-6 times more expensive
than Nd(III), which makes it one of the important cost actors for the Nd-
Fe-B magnets. Therefore, recovery of Nd(III) and Dy(III) from end-life
Nd-Fe-B magnets is important from both economic and environmental
perspectives.

Hydrometallurgical methods have been widely employed for re-
cycling Nd(III) and Dy(Ill) from various secondary resources, such as
scraps and alloys (Yoon et al., 2016; Binnemans et al., 2013). Recovery
of Nd(III) from permanent magnets by leaching and solvent extraction
processes has been studied. (Lee et al., 2013; Yoon et al., 2014, 2015a,
2015b; Kikuchi et al., 2014) Some researches on the extraction of Nd
and Dy from various aqueous solutions were summarized in Table 1.
The solvent extraction process offers significant advantages as a
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potential technique for recovering metal ions from solutions (Laki et al.,
2016). In particular, when the concentration of the metal ion to be
separated is higher than 1 g/L, solvent extraction is considered better
than the ion exchange process in terms of process efficiency (Zeng and
Cheng, 2009).

Bis(2,4,4-trimethylpentyl) phosphinic acid (Cyanex272) is totally
miscible with common aromatic and aliphatic diluents, and is ex-
tremely stable to both heat and hydrolysis. Furthermore, it is con-
sidered as a non-toxic material. In the other hand, its active component
is a phosphinic acid, a variety of cations can be extracted depending
upon the solution pH.

In the present investigation, Cyanex272 was used to separate Nd(III)
and Dy(IIl) from nitrate solutions. The effect of HNO3; and extractant
concentrations on the extraction efficiency of Cyanex272 was ex-
amined. Scrubbing of Nd(III) from co-loaded Cyanex272 was carried
out using HNO3 and dysprosium nitrate solutions. McCabe-Thiele dia-
grams were constructed for both extraction and stripping of Dy(III).
Simulated counter-current extraction and stripping experiments were
also performed to validate the results.

2. Experimental
2.1. Materials

In our previous study, the Nd—Fe-B permanent magnet was leached
from a camera module using 1 mol/L of HNO;3 at 80 °C. The pulp den-
sity used for leaching was 50 g/L. The composition of the leach solution
was 0.07 mol/L Nd, 0.005 mol/L Dy, 0.57 mol/L Fe, and 0.046 mol/L B.
Iron can be removed from the solution by a precipitation method using
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