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Abstract

The will of reducing environmental and social impatbuilding industry has led to a renewed intene®arth
construction. Most of earth construction literatdealt with rammed earth or adobe techniques, &yt httle
with cob. Yet, cob participates in the diversityvefnacular earth construction processes that Jaba
materials and is an alternative to rammed earthaaiothe in specific geographical conditions. Corestéoa of
cob heritage also requires a better knowledgeisfiigrnacular construction process. This bibliogieal
analysis gathered extensive data on cob processuwanoharized the different cob process variatiotteprapting
to take into account their diversity. This analysdiswed us to provide novel data on cob process,maore
specifically, (1) a clear definition of cob withgard to other earth construction processes, (R3tesstimmarized
description of cob process that clearly distingedbiis variations, (3) a list of fibres traditiolyaémployed, (4)
values and, if possible, average and standard titavitor fibre length, fibre content, manufacturater content,
drying times, lift heights and wall thicknesses, #&summary of the strategies to manage shrinkeagks, (6) a
criterion on the quality of implementation and/arté for cob, based on slenderness ration ofdifis (7) a
discussion on the evolution of cob process witlarddo societal evolutions.

Highlights

- A clear definition of cob is proposed.

- A first summarized description of cob procesgrigposed.

- First order of magnitude of characteristics db poocess is proposed.

- A summarization of the strategies of manageméshonkage is proposed.

- A criterion on the quality of implementation aodéarth for cob is proposed.
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