
Experimental behavior of precast HSFRC columns in steel socket
foundation under cyclic loads

Federica Germano a,1, Giuseppe Tiberti a,⇑, Giovanni Plizzari a,2, Antonella Colombo b,3

a Department of Civil Engineering, Architecture, Land, Environment and Mathematics, University of Brescia, Italy
b Italian Precast Concrete Product Association, ASSOBETON, Milan, Italy

a r t i c l e i n f o

Article history:
Received 3 September 2014
Revised 30 July 2015
Accepted 31 July 2015
Available online 28 August 2015

Keywords:
Fibers
Fracture toughness
Precast concrete columns
Cyclic load

a b s t r a c t

The present paper aims to investigate the influence of steel fibers on the behavior of high strength precast
concrete columns in steel socket foundation under cyclic loading. The experimental program was mainly
defined to study the effects of the volume fraction and the type of fibers on the behavior of full-scale pre-
cast columns subjected to reversed cyclic horizontal loading under constant axial load. Experimental
parameters under investigation were: the transverse reinforcement ratio, the axial load, the fiber type
and content as well as the effect of steel-to-concrete bond of rebars in the critical region. The latter
was investigated since it could considerably govern the local ductility in terms of curvature and of global
displacement of the precast column, especially in presence of fibrous reinforcement.

Experimental results highlight the importance of the stirrup spacing in the critical region as well as the
positive effect of fibers on the crack development, by preventing the concrete cover to spall-out at earlier
stages. Steel Fiber Reinforced Concrete (SFRC) tends to enhance the structural stiffness, the strength and
the dissipated energy.

� 2015 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

1. Introduction

Structures with ductile behavior have the capacity to absorb
and dissipate energy under extreme loads, such as earthquakes,
by showing a limited loss of strength. This inelastic behavior is
due to the development of plastic hinges that, according to
capacity-based design used for seismic structures [1], develop at
beam ends and at the bottom of first-story columns or bridge
columns.

High Strength Concrete (HSC), which is widely available nowa-
days, generally allows for a reduction of the dimension and for an
enhanced durability of structural elements. Nevertheless, it is gen-
erally more brittle than conventional Normal Strength Concrete
(NSC) and its use in seismic resistant members, such as columns,
could reduce their ductility. For these reasons, most building codes
[1] requires a transverse reinforcement ratio depending on the
concrete strength and the axial load level, among other variables.

These requirements typically lead to reinforcement congestion
with the consequent difficulties in concrete casting. A possible
solution to this problem could be the addition of fibrous reinforce-
ment to the concrete matrix, which enables a considerable
enhancement of concrete post-cracking tensile residual strength
and ductility [2–5].

Steel Fiber Reinforced Concrete (SFRC), exhibiting substantially
larger strain capacity in tension (as compared with traditional con-
crete), could be usefully employed for members subjected to large
inelastic deformation demands, such as beams, beam–column
joints and columns-foundation joints under seismic actions. In fact,
it is expected that an enhanced material ductility could result in an
analogous enhancement of the global structural ductility.

These advantages, even if less pronounced, are also observed in
compression for the enhanced post-peak strength and ultimate
deformation [6]. Accordingly, several authors [7,8] demonstrated
that appropriate fiber contents may delay the concrete spalling
and increase the deformation capacity without loss of ductility
and strength. Hence, fibrous reinforcement could partially replace
the conventional transverse reinforcement of concrete columns.

As far as fatigue loading is concerned, SFRC generally enhances
the fatigue life both in compression [9–11] and in tension [12–14].
With reference to the tensile behavior, fibers are able to bridge
microcracks and retard their growth, thereby extending the fatigue
life of the composite. Cachim et al. [9] stated that, when cyclic

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.engstruct.2015.07.052
0141-0296/� 2015 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

⇑ Corresponding author. Tel.: +39 0303711221; fax: +39 0303711312.
E-mail addresses: federica.germano@unibs.it (F. Germano), giuseppe.tiberti@

unibs.it (G. Tiberti), giovanni.plizzari@unibs.it (G. Plizzari), a.colombo@assobeton.it
(A. Colombo).

1 Tel.: +39 0303715809; fax: +39 0303711312.
2 Tel.: +39 0303711287; fax: +39 0303711312.
3 Tel.: +39 0270100168; fax: +39 027490140.

Engineering Structures 102 (2015) 230–248

Contents lists available at ScienceDirect

Engineering Structures

journal homepage: www.elsevier .com/locate /engstruct

http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.engstruct.2015.07.052&domain=pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.engstruct.2015.07.052
mailto:federica.germano@unibs.it
mailto:giuseppe.tiberti@unibs.it
mailto:giuseppe.tiberti@unibs.it
mailto:giovanni.plizzari@unibs.it
mailto:a.colombo@assobeton.it
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.engstruct.2015.07.052
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/01410296
http://www.elsevier.com/locate/engstruct


compression loads were applied, the addition of fibers to concrete
provided an increase in the deformation at failure; moreover,
Barros et al. [11] demonstrated that the transverse reinforcement
can be partially replaced by a given content of steel fibers. It is
worthwhile noticing that, both in compression [10] and in tension
[14], the benefits of the fibers addition are more pronounced in
the low-cycle region typical of earthquakes, resulting a possible
suitable material for seismic resistant elements such as columns.

In structural members under seismic actions, it is also desirable
to minimize seismic damage for reducing post-earthquake repair-
ing costs. Consequently, the use of SFRC can be promising in order
to limit the damage that mainly occurs in critical regions such as
plastic hinges. To this aim, a further benefit is the better crack con-
trol achievable by combining fibers with conventional rebars [15].
Hence, SFRC is expected to guarantee high performance levels in
terms of economical assessment of residual structural damage.

Concerning the study of the strength and deformation capacity
of Reinforced Concrete (RC) columns under cyclic loading, several
publications are available in literature [16,17] but there are few
experimental campaigns concerning SFRC columns subjected to
axial and lateral loads [18–21] and, in addition, the experimental
results seem to be controversial. Generally, it was found that the
inclusion of steel fibers reduced the damage by delaying the con-
crete spalling and the buckling of longitudinal bars in compression
and by reducing the critical region length [18–21]. Germano et al.
[21] stated that, by adding steel fibers, the column displacement
ductility improved moderately in case of mono-axial loading and
remained constant when a bi-axial load was applied, whereas
Palmieri et al. [20] observed significant improvement in both the

previously mentioned loading conditions. The addition of fibers
did not seem to significantly increase the maximum load capacity
in case of mono-axial and bi-axial load [19,21]. Nevertheless, the
opposite trend was observed by Palmieri et al. [20] with bi-axial
loading conditions. Referring to the stirrups congestion at the col-
umn base, the role of fibrous reinforcement is still a matter of
debate. Palmieri et al. [20] proved that SFRCs reduced the stirrup
strains by providing extra confinement and, hence, SFRC seemed
to be promising for limiting the amount of stirrups adopted in
the column critical regions; similar trends were found by
Caballero-Morison et al. [19]. However, Germano et al. [21] stated
that, when higher stirrup spacing was employed, the ductility
tended to decrease.

Eventually, none of the experimental studies available clearly
identifies the influence of the SFRC on structural behavior of HSC
columns, which are generally used in precast concrete structural
systems in combination with a concrete socket foundation. The lat-
ter influences the behavior of precast columns under cyclic loading
according to the connections employed (smooth or rough socket
[22,23] and mechanical or grouted sleeve connections [24]).

Within this framework, the column embedded region as well as
the stiffness of a suitable steel socket foundation were designed in
order to guarantee a fixed-end at the column base and to ensure a
column failure outside of the embedded region.

The present paper describes the main results obtained from ele-
ven full-scale cantilever precast columns placed in a steel socket
foundation and made of High Strength Fiber Reinforced Concrete
(HSFRC). Columns were tested under reversed cyclic horizontal
load and constant axial load, focusing on the following structural

Nomenclature

Ac cross-sectional area of concrete
d top horizontal displacement of the column
du ultimate displacement
d0y first yield displacement
dy conventional yield displacement
D0 FRC ductility index at SLS, according to EN 11039
D1 FRC ductility index at ULS, according to EN 11039
Ec concrete elastic modulus
Ecum total energy dissipated, cumulative energy
Ediss,i energy dissipated at each cycle
EJ flexural secant stiffness at first yield
Em mortar elastic modulus
Es reinforcing steel elastic modulus
fcd design cylindrical compressive concrete strength
fcm mean cylindrical compressive concrete strength
fcm,cube mean cubic compressive concrete strength
fctm mean cylindrical tensile concrete strength
feq(0.6–3) equivalent residual flexural strength of fiber reinforced

concrete corresponding to CTOD range of 0.6–3 mm,
according to EN 11039

feq(0–0.6) equivalent residual flexural strength of fiber reinforced
concrete corresponding to CTOD range of 0–0.6 mm,
according to EN 11039

fIf conventional flexural tensile strength at first cracking,
according to EN 11039

fmm mean cylindrical compressive mortar strength
fmtm,fl mean flexural tensile mortar strength
fPVC,tu ultimate tensile strength of PVC flexible tube
fR1 residual flexural tensile strength of fiber reinforced

concrete corresponding to CMOD = 0.5 mm, according
to EN 14651

fR3 residual flexural tensile strength of fiber reinforced con-
crete corresponding to CMOD = 2.5 mm, according to
EN 14651

fsym mean yield strength of reinforcing steel in tension
fsyd design yield strength of reinforcing steel in tension
fsum mean ultimate strength of reinforcing steel in tension
fuf ultimate tensile strength of fiber’s wire
h effective length of the column
H horizontal load applied to the column
Hmax maximum horizontal load applied to the column
Lf fiber length
Lf//f fiber aspect ratio
M0y first yield moment
Mmax maximum moment
Mrd design flexural resistance
N axial force applied to the column
Vf volume fraction of fibers
ePVC,tu ultimate tensile strain of PVC flexible tube
lDu ultimate displacement ductility factor
lvu ultimate curvature ductility factor
m actual normalized axial force
md normalized design axial force
/ reinforcing steel bar diameter
/cyl diameter of cylindrical concrete/mortar sample
/f fiber diameter
q total longitudinal reinforcing bar ratio
qPVC PVC mean density of flexible tube
vu ultimate curvature
v0y first yield curvature
vy conventional yield curvature
xwd mechanical volumetric ratio of confining reinforcement
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