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Understanding the temporary appropriation 
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J. Antonio Lara-Hernandez., Alessandro Melis  
University of Portsmouth, Winston Churchill Avenue Portsmouth PO1 2UP, United Kingdom 

 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 Research Gap/ novelty: link between TA and urban social sustainability • 

 Novelty: Pivotal role of Culture in the TA of public space •  

 Methodology potential: TA as indicator to assess urban social sustainability •  

 TA as an alternative way of reading of the urban landscape •  

 Significance: Social impact of TA deprivation/ large parts of population 

 
 
 
ABSTRACT 
This paper will review the relevant literature about the conceptualisation of the temporary appropriation within the urban environment. A 
vast review of theoretical and empirical texts reveals that despite the lack of a defined theory in this specific field, the temporary appropriation 
is a key concept for the understanding of people’s sense of belonging to a place, and identity. The paper, therefore, attempts to fill the 
research gap through an extensive cross-disciplinary literature review that includes topophilia, space production, and environment and 
behaviour theories. Thus, the aim of the present writing is to frame, within the urban context, the relevance of the temporary appropriation 
in relation to social sustainability. To do so, it identifies and categorises the temporary appropriation into three main groups of activities 
featuring the urban landscape. 
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