Accepted Manuscript

EVALUATION

and PROGRAM PLANNING

Title: From local development policies to strategic
planning—Assessing continuity in institutional coalitions

Author: Francesco Mazzeo Rinaldi

PII: S0149-7189(15)30079-3
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/doi: 10.1016/j.evalprogplan.2016.03.008
Reference: EPP 1286

To appear in:

Received date: 17-10-2015
Revised date: 19-1-2016
Accepted date: 25-3-2016

Please cite this article as: & Rinaldi, Francesco Mazzeo., From
local development policies to strategic planningmdashAssessing

continuity in institutional coalitions.Evaluation and Program  Planning
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.evalprogplan.2016.03.008

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for publication.
As a service to our customers we are providing this early version of the manuscript.
The manuscript will undergo copyediting, typesetting, and review of the resulting proof
before it is published in its final form. Please note that during the production process
errors may be discovered which could affect the content, and all legal disclaimers that
apply to the journal pertain.


http://dx.doi.org/doi:10.1016/j.evalprogplan.2016.03.008
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.evalprogplan.2016.03.008

From local development policiesto strategic planning - Assessing continuity in institutional
coalitions

Dr Francesco M azzeo Rinaldi?
'University of Catania, Social and Political Science Department, Catania, Italy.

’K TH, Royal I nstitute of Technology, School of Architecture and the Built
Environment, Stockholm, Sweden.

Highlights

* In the current literature on EU Cohesion Policilditattention has been paid to analyze the
institutionalization of local partnerships.

» We address this void through assessing the cotytin@iinstitutional coalitions at the local
development program level.

* We focus, in particular, on Strategic Plans promiatethe south of Italy in the transition
phase between the 2000-2006 and the 2007-2013Jperio

Abstract

In the last two decades, EU policies have had a fundamental role in orienting regional/local development. The
objective of this work is set in this context as it intends to analyze the local development programs activated in Sicily
in the last three programming periods. The main aim is to explore how local institutional actors reacted to the
pressure played by the EU partnership principle, assessing the continuity of local institutional coalition in managing
different local development programs within the regional development policy system. We focus, in particular, on
Strategic Plans (SP) promoted in Sicily in the transition phase between the 2000-2006 and the 2007-2013 periods.
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Introduction

Local development policies (LDP) have become pregjuely dominant in the last 20 years, as
many governments have sought to address growtle)a@went and social problems, by supporting
locally-based or bottom-up approaches and progré@uéfey and Polése, 1985; Viesti, 2002;
Accetturo and de Blasio, 2012). Several internaioarganizations involved in developing
programs, in both developing and developed cowtrieve started to react to growth and
development challenges with ‘new’ approaches grednan spatially-blind or place-based
approaches (Barcat al, 2012; Partridgeet al, 2013; Bentley and Pugalis, 2014; Huggins and
Thompson, 2014; Celata and Coletti, 2014). The lgl@ind LDP is more than a range of small-
scale initiatives activated locally. It is more approach for integrating different programs and
policies at a local level in order to liberate synes and stimulate co-ordination, thus improving
local governance through involving stakeholderghi@ definition and delivery of policy (Dente,
2014).

The cooperative, partnering and pluralist natwigich the EU has greatly promoted through the
Cohesion Policy (CP), is based on the belief tkaties related to the growth strategies of a
territory, on the responsible and shared managemiernbmmon goods and the protection and
enhancement of local resources, cannot be ‘imposedgenously by public power. This
orientation is also supported by the numerous déspess relating to the severity of the
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