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Highlights: 

 Amphetamine use is associated with higher prevalence of specific psychiatric 

symptoms in those with schizophrenia 

 An equivalent association is not observed in those with affective psychotic 

disorders 

 Amphetamine may be acting on schizophrenia-specific dysfunctions to precipitate 

symptoms 

 Higher prevalence of these symptoms may underlie poorer outcomes in substance-

using patients with schizophenia 
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