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Highlights 

 a conceptually unexplored behavior where adolescents report deliberately 

using sex as a means of self-injury was examined 

 empirical data on a large non-clinical sample were presented 

 adolescents using sex as self-injury were compared to adolescents using 

direct nonsuicidal self-injury  

 there was a distinct association between penetrating sexual abuse, sexual 

risk-taking behaviors, trauma symptoms of dissociation, posttraumatic 

stress and sexual concerns and using sex as self-injury 
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