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Abstract 

The Social Attribution Task-Multiple Choice (SAT-MC) tests the ability to extract social themes 

from viewed object motion. This form of animacy perception is thought to aid the development 

of social inference, but appears impaired in schizophrenia. The current study was undertaken to 

examine psychometric equivalence of two forms of the SAT-MC and to compare their 

performance against social cognitive tests recommended for schizophrenia research. Thirty-two 

schizophrenia (SZ) and 30 substance use disorder (SUD) participants completed both SAT-MC 

forms, the Bell-Lysaker Emotion Recognition Task (BLERT), Hinting Task, The Awareness of 

Social Inference Test (TASIT), Ambiguous Intentions and Hostility Questionnaire (AIHQ) and 

questionnaire measures of interpersonal function. Test sensitivity, construct and external validity, 

test-retest reliability, and internal consistency were evaluated. SZ scored significantly lower than 

SUD on both SAT-MC forms, each classifying ~60% of SZ as impaired, compared with ~30% of 

SUD. SAT-MC forms demonstrated good test-retest and parallel form reliability, minimal 

practice effect, high internal consistency, and similar patterns of correlation with social cognitive 

and external validity measures. The SAT-MC compared favorably to recommended social 
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