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RUNNING HEAD: INNER SPEECH, VOICES, AND DELUSIONS 1

Highlights

e This exploratory study examined the role of inner speech in the experience of auditory
verbal hallucinations (AVHs) and delusions.

e Greater levels of dialogic inner speech were found in participants with psychosis
compared to non-clinical controls.

e Greater levels of dialogic inner speech reported better relations both with and between
their voices.

e Qualitative narratives also highlighted the tangled dynamics of inner speech, AVHs and
delusions.

e These results underscores the need for phenomenological-and clinical research into the
potential interrelatedness of inner speech, voices'and delusions, and the complexities

involved in disentangling this network:ef inner experience.
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