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Abstract 

 

Background: 

Reducing risk attributable to traffic accidents is a public health challenge. Research into risk 

factors in the area is now moving towards identification of the psychological factors 

involved, particularly emotional states. The aim of this study was to evaluate the link 

between emotional reactivity and responsibility in road traffic accidents. We hypothesized 

that the more one’s emotional reactivity is disturbed, the greater the likelihood of being 

responsible for a traffic accident.   

Methods: 

This case-control study was based on a sample of 955 drivers injured in a motor vehicle 

crash. Responsibility levels were determined with a standardized method adapted from the 
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