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Abstract 

Child maltreatment is a public health issue that is a well-established risk factor for many 

psychological conditions, including bipolar disorder. The current study is one of the first to 

investigate associations among child maltreatment, dissociative symptomatology, 

alexithymia, anxiety, depression, and attachment insecurities. 40 patients with bipolar 

disorder-I and 40 healthy subjects matched for age, gender, and education participated in the 

study. The Dissociative Experiences Scale (DES), Somatoform Dissociation Questionnaire 

(SDQ), Childhood Trauma Questionnaire (CTQ-28), Toronto Alexithymia Scale (TAS-20), 

Depression Anxiety Stress Scale (DASS-21), and Experiences in Close Relationships-Revised 
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