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Abstract

The aim of this study was to investigate the attitudes of Chinese community members and
psychiatrists towards forensic psychiatric assessments. A questionnaire designed to record
attitudes toward the current forensic psychiatric assessment procedures and the disposal of
mentally ill offenders was developed and distributed via a mobile App. A total of 134 community
members and 132 psychiatrists voluntarily completed the questionnaire. Most of responders
agreed that the department of public-security has the right to apply for a forensic psychiatric
assessment but should not be held solely by that department. Community members were less
significantly confident in the validation of forensic psychiatric opinions than were the psychiatrists.
A significantly higher proportion of community members than psychiatrists considered that
offenders judged Not Criminally Responsible on Account of Mental Disorder (NCRMD) should
be punished as would be sane people. In addition, only a minority of responders supported that

NCRMD should not be held criminally responsible. Our results indicate that both groups have
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