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Abstract 

The PTSD diagnosis and latent structure was substantially revised in the transition from DSM-IV 

to DSM-5. Additionally, three alternative models (i.e., anhedonia model, externalizing behavior 

model, and hybrid model) of PTSD fit the DSM-5 symptom criteria better than the DSM-5 factor 

model. Thus, the psychometric performance of the DSM-5 and alternative models’ PTSD factor 

structure needs to be critically evaluated. The current study examines whether gender or trauma 

directness (i.e., direct or indirect trauma exposure) moderates the PTSD latent structure when 

using the DSM-5 or alternative models. Model performance was evaluated using measurement 
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