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ABSTRACT 

Although central to any exhaustive theory of human subjectivity, the relationship 

between dream and waking consciousness remains uncertain. Some findings suggest 

that dream consciousness can be influenced by severe disorders of thought content. 

The suppression of unwanted thoughts has been shown to influence dream content 

in healthy individuals. In order to better define this phenomenon, we evaluated the 

persistence of obsessive/compulsive themes across the dream and waking cognition 

of OCD patients and in a control group of healthy subjects. Participants were 

administered a shortened version of the Thematic Apperception Test to produce a 

waking fantasy narration, and were trained to keep a dream diary. Dream and 

waking narrative contents were analyzed in order to recognize 

obsessive/compulsive themes, and to calculate Mean Dream Obsession/Compulsion 

(MDO, MDC) and Mean TAT Obsession/Compulsion (MTO, MTC) parameters. No 
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