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SOCIAL MEMORY IN BPD 1

Evaluation and Memory of Social Events in Borderline Personality Disorder: Effects of Valence and Self-referential Context

Dorina Winter™", Katrin Koplin?, Christian Schmahl®, Martin Bohus®¢, Stefanie Lis"

®Department of Psychosomatic Medicine and Psychotherapy, Central Institute of Mental Health, Medical Faculty Mannheim / Heidelberg
University, Mannheim, Germany

®Institute Psychiatric and Psychosomatic Psychotherapy, Central Institute of Mental Health, Medical Faculty Mannheim / Heidelberg University,
Mannheim, Germany

“Faculty of Health, University of Antwerp, Antwerp, Belgium

*Corresponding Author: Central Institute of Mental Health, Department of Psychosomatic Medicine and Psychotherapy, PO Box 12 21 20,
68072 Mannheim, Germany. Tel: +49-621-1703-4402; Fax: +49-621-1703-4405. Dorina.Winter@zi-mannheim.de

Abstract

People’s memory of past social encounters influences current social interactions. Social rejection has been shown to increase people’s memory
for social events particularly when referring to others rather than themselves. Social rejection and neglect often characterize biographies of
individuals with borderline personality disorder (BPD). Using a social memory task, we investigated whether the evaluation and memory of
social events is altered in BPD and whether this depends on reference to the self or others. 30 patients with BPD and 30 healthy controls
evaluated the valence of positive, neutral, and negative standardized events, which were either social or nonsocial. Subsequently, participants

had to recall these events. BPD patients evaluated social events of negative and neutral valence as more negative than healthy controls. Further,
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