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ABSTRACT 

In the present work we analyzed fixation duration in 40 healthy individuals and 18 patients 

with chronic, stable SZ during reading of regular sentences and proverbs. While they read, 

their eye movements were recorded. We used lineal mixed models to analyze fixation 

durations. The predictability of words N-1, N, and N+1 exerted a strong influence on 

controls and SZ patients. The influence of the predictabilities of preceding, current, and 

upcoming words on SZ was clearly reduced for proverbs in comparison to regular 

sentences. Both controls and SZ readers were able to use highly predictable fixated words 

for an easier reading. Our results suggest that SZ readers might compensate attentional and 

working memory deficiencies by using stored information of familiar texts for enhancing 
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