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Abstract

This study examined the possible mediating role of self-stigma in the relationship
between perceived public stigma and psychosocial outcomes and how this mechanism
may be contingent on illness severity in a non-Western (Chinese) sample. A total of
251 participants, namely 151 psychiatric outpatients with psychotic disorders and 100
psychiatric outpatients without psychotic disorders, completed a questionnaire on
stigma and psychosocial outcomes that covered topics such as self-esteem, depressive
symptoms, and subjective quality of life (QoL). Using a cross-sectional design,
ordinary least squares regression and bootstrapping mediation analyses were used to
test whether self-stigma mediated the relationship between perceived public stigma

and psychosocial outcomes and whether this mediating process was moderated by
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