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Abstract 

 Identification of biological indicators of suicide risk is important given advantages of biomarker-

based models. Decreased high frequency heart rate variability (HF HRV) may be a biomarker of suicide 

risk. The aim of this research was to determine whether HF HRV differs between suicide attempters and 

non-attempters.  Using the Trier Social Stress Test (TSST), we compared HF HRV between females with 

and without a history of suicide attempt, all with a lifetime diagnosis of a mood disorder.  To investigate a 

potential mechanism explaining association between HF HRV and suicide, we examined the association 
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