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Abstract
Disturbed processing of emotional faces and voices is typically observed in
schizophrenia. This deficit leads to impaired social cognition and interactions. In this
study, we investigated whether impaired processing of emotions also affects musical
stimuli, which are widely present in daily life and known for their emotional impact.
Thirty schizophrenic patients and 30 matched healthy controls evaluated the
emotional content of musical, vocal and facial stimuli. Schizophrenic patients are less
accurate than healthy controls in recognizing emotion in music, voices and faces. Our
results confirm impaired recognition of emotion in voice and face stimuli in
schizophrenic patients and extend this observation to the recognition of emotion in

musical stimuli.
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