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ABSTRACT 

Using near-infrared spectroscopy, we examined changes in the concentration of 

oxygenated hemoglobin ([oxy-Hb]) in the frontal lobe during a verbal fluency task in 20 

patients with schizophrenia (10 patients each receiving olanzapine [OLZ] and 

risperidone [RIS]) and 10 healthy controls. We found that [oxy-Hb] levels in the 

prefrontal region were higher in the patients receiving OLZ than in those receiving RIS. 
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