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BRAIN FUNCTION AND FEAR OF EVALUATION
Fear of negative evaluation is associated with altered brain function in nonclinical
subjects

Shogo Kajimura®”, Takanori Kochiyama®, Ryusuke Nakai®, Nobuhito Abe®, and Michio
Nomura®

®Graduate School of Education, Kyoto University, Kyoto, Japan
°ATR Brain Information Communication Research Laboratory Group, Kyoto, Japan

‘Kokoro Research Center, Kyoto University, Kyoto, Japan

Abstract

Social anxiety disorder (SAD), which involves excessive anxiety and fear of
negative evaluation, is accompanied by abnormalities in brain function. While social
anxiety appears to be represented on a spectrum ranging from nonclinical behavior to
clinical manifestation, neural alteration in nonclinical populations remains unclear. This
study examined the relationship between psychological measures of social anxiety,

mainly using the Fear of Negative Evaluation Scale (FNES), and brain function
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