
�������� ��	
�����

Understanding Weaknesses in Bullying Research: How School Personnel can
Help Strengthen Bullying Research and Practice

Caroline B.R. Evans Ph.D., Paul R. Smokowski Ph.D.

PII: S0190-7409(16)30241-9
DOI: doi: 10.1016/j.childyouth.2016.08.002
Reference: CYSR 3039

To appear in: Children and Youth Services Review

Received date: 26 February 2016
Revised date: 2 August 2016
Accepted date: 2 August 2016

Please cite this article as: Evans, C.B.R. & Smokowski, P.R., Understanding Weaknesses
in Bullying Research: How School Personnel can Help Strengthen Bullying Research and
Practice, Children and Youth Services Review (2016), doi: 10.1016/j.childyouth.2016.08.002

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for publication.
As a service to our customers we are providing this early version of the manuscript.
The manuscript will undergo copyediting, typesetting, and review of the resulting proof
before it is published in its final form. Please note that during the production process
errors may be discovered which could affect the content, and all legal disclaimers that
apply to the journal pertain.

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2016.08.002
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2016.08.002


AC
C

EP
TE

D
 M

AN
U

SC
R

IP
T

ACCEPTED MANUSCRIPT
 

 

Understanding Weaknesses in Bullying Research: How School Personnel can Help Strengthen 

Bullying Research and Practice 

By: 

Caroline B. R. Evans, Ph.D.
1,2 

Paul R. Smokowski, Ph.D.
1 

 

1
University of Kansas 

School of Social Welfare 

1545 Lilac Ln 

Lawrence, KS 66045 

P: 787-864-4720 

e-mail: carey.evans@ku.edu 

smokowski@ku.edu 

 
2
Corresponding Author  

 

Funding for this research was provided through a cooperative agreement with the U.S. Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention’s National Center for Injury Prevention and Control (5 U01 

CE001948-05) and from the National Institute of Justice (NIJ-2014-3878). 

 

Abstract 

School personnel (teachers, administrators, counselors, staff, and social workers) would 

greatly benefit from a stronger understanding of bullying dynamics. In order to heighten their 

understanding, we must strengthen bullying research. Despite more than 40 years of bullying 

research, a number of methodological weaknesses continue to plague the field of bullying. First, 

there is a lack of a common definition of bullying, making it difficult to compare results across 

studies. Second, some researchers use one-item measures of bullying, a practice that lacks 

content validity and fails to assess the entire scope of the bullying dynamic. Third, many 

measures fail to assess all forms of bullying. Fourth, researchers often fail to provide a definition 

of bullying or to even include the word “bullying” in their measures, thus conflating the 
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