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Background 

Future nurses need to be broadly-educated, adaptable individuals who have significant experience in 

the world beyond the classroom. Study abroad is an ideal means of developing some of the skills and 

attitudes, that are not only valued within the nursing profession, but also have global applicability, 

such as flexibility, self-reliance, and sensitivity to other cultures (Reimer-Kirkham et al 2009, 

Edmonds 2010).   

While research that explores the impact of study abroad programmes on students has proliferated 

in disciplines such as business and fine arts, research in the discipline of health, particularly nursing, 

is relatively recent and still limited. However and notwithstanding  the dearth of  research on the 
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