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Abstract  

Aim: The purpose of this study was to explore commencing nursing students’ experience of 

Facebook as an adjunct to on-campus course delivery to determine its impact as a learning 

strategy for improving confidence in clinical skill development.  Background: Approaches 

supporting nursing students in the development of clinical skills have relied on ‘real-life’ 

clinical placements and simulated on-campus clinical laboratories. However students 

continue to report a lack of confidence in their clinical skills for practice. Social networking 

sites including Facebook are being used as a learning strategy to stimulate active and 

collaborative learning approaches. Design: A hermeneutic phenomenological approach was 

used to provide an understanding of the experience of confidence in clinical skills 

development for nursing students. Methods: Data were collected through in-depth 
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