Accepted Manuscript

INFQBRMATION

MANAGEMENT

Title: Regional ICT Access and Entrepreneurship: Evidence
from China

Authors: Feng Zhang, Dahui Li

PII: S0378-7206(17)30428-7

DOI: http://dx.doi.org/doi:10.1016/1.im.2017.05.005
Reference: INFMAN 3003

To appear in: INFMAN

Received date: 9-6-2016

Revised date: 21-2-2017

Accepted date: 15-5-2017

Please cite this article as: Feng Zhang, Dahui Li, Regional ICT
Access and Entrepreneurship: Evidence from China, Information and
Managementhttp://dx.doi.org/10.1016/}.im.2017.05.005

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for publication.
As a service to our customers we are providing this early version of the manuscript.
The manuscript will undergo copyediting, typesetting, and review of the resulting proof
before it is published in its final form. Please note that during the production process
errors may be discovered which could affect the content, and all legal disclaimers that
apply to the journal pertain.


http://dx.doi.org/doi:10.1016/j.im.2017.05.005
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.im.2017.05.005

Regional ICT Access and Entrepreneurship: Evidence from China

Feng Zhang **, Dahui Li > ¢”
(a. School of Economics, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China
b. School of Management, Tianjin University of Technology, Tianjin, China, 300384

c. Labovitz School of Business and Economics, University of Minnesota Duluth, Duluth, MN,
USA, 55812)

* Corresponding author at: LSBE, 412 Library Drive, Duluth, MN 55812. Tel.: +1 218-726-
7334; fax: +1 218-726-7334.

E-mail addresses: nkfzhang@nankai.edu.cn (F. Zhang), dli@d.umn.edu (D. Li)
1. Tel.: +8613032218166

This work was supported by National Natural Science Foundation of China
(71102046,71672125,91646117) and Collaborative Innovation Center for China Economy.

Abstract: Entrepreneurship has become increasingly important for innovations and
economic development. However, there is limited information systems research
examining the role of regional ICT for entrepreneurs. This study investigates the
direct effect of regional ICT access on individuals’ entrepreneurial performance and
the interaction effect between regional ICT access and guanxi in the context of
Chinese business and economy. Drawing upon a matched large-scale dataset, we
found that regional ICT access in terms of access to the Internet, fixed phone, and
mobile phone had a significant impact on performance. Furthermore, regional ICT

access had a positive interaction effect with guanxi.
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