
Accepted Manuscript

Tuberculous Lymphadenitis in the Left Axillary Misdiagnosed as Metastasis: a Case
Report and Review of Literature

Hui Li, Qiang Liu

PII: S2352-6211(16)30014-6

DOI: 10.1016/j.jrid.2016.06.002

Reference: JRID 96

To appear in: Radiology of Infectious Diseases

Received Date: 6 April 2016

Revised Date: 7 June 2016

Accepted Date: 28 June 2016

Please cite this article as: Li H, Liu Q, Tuberculous Lymphadenitis in the Left Axillary Misdiagnosed
as Metastasis: a Case Report and Review of Literature, Radiology of Infectious Diseases (2016), doi:
10.1016/j.jrid.2016.06.002.

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for publication. As a service to
our customers we are providing this early version of the manuscript. The manuscript will undergo
copyediting, typesetting, and review of the resulting proof before it is published in its final form. Please
note that during the production process errors may be discovered which could affect the content, and all
legal disclaimers that apply to the journal pertain.

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jrid.2016.06.002


M
ANUSCRIP

T

 

ACCEPTE
D

ACCEPTED MANUSCRIPT

Tuberculous Lymphadenitis in the Left Axillary Misdiagnosed as Metastasis: a 

Case Report and Review of Literature 

Hui Li, 1, 2 Qiang Liu1* 

 

1 Shandong medical imaging research institute affiliated to Shandong University, 

Jinan, 250021, China. 

2 Department of ultrasonic medicine, maternal and children health care of Laiwu 

municipal hospital, Laiwu city, 271100, China. 

*Corresponding author: Qiang Liu, Shandong medical imaging research institute, 

324# Jing Wu Road, Jinan city, 250021, China. E-mail:2002md@163.com 

 

ABSTRACT 

Objective: To understand the imaging demonstrations of the tuberculous (TB) 

lymphadenitis in axillary and distinguish it from the metastatic lymphadenopathy. 

Methods: A 61-year-old Chinese woman’ images were retrospected after tuberculosis 

was verified by pathology. And literature about lymphadenopathy in axillary were 

retrospected. Results: Most of the lymph nodes (LN) which infected by 

Mycobacterium were swollen tend to round, hypo echoic, without obvious hilus, rich 

in blood flow with branch-like distribution. Most of them had clear border. But the 

lymph which had a collapse could have an illegible border. Conclusion: The TB LNs 

could show some performances similar to metastasis such as hypoechoic, tending to 

round and rich in blood. But there are some differences between TB and metastatic 

LN.1) The hypo echoic TB LNs were homogenous with clear border and smooth edge. 

The metastatic ones usually have unsmooth edge with spicular or process. 2) Some 

lymph nodes with collapse and strip shaped hyper echoic areas could be detected in 

TB patient, that could coexistent with hypoechoic round LNs. 3) The distribution of 

the rich blood flow in the TB nodes was not distorted, but with branch-like shaped 

and distributed smoothly. It must be considered about some particular infections 

during the ultrasonic examinations of swelling LNs in axillary, especially there is no 

significant lump in the breasts.  
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