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Abstract 

Close relationships afford us opportunities to create and maintain meaning systems as 

shared perceptions of ourselves and the world. Establishing a sense of mutual understanding 

allows for creating and maintaining lasting social bonds, and as such, is important in human 

relations. In a related vein, it has long been known that knowledge of significant others in one’s 

life is stored in memory and evoked with new persons – in the social-cognitive process of 

“transference” – imbuing new encounters with significance and leading to predictable cognitive, 

evaluative, motivational, and behavioral consequences, as well as shifts in the self and self-
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