
Accepted Manuscript

Is there a hidden cost of imposing a minimum contribution level for public good

contributions?

Martin G. Kocher, Peter Martinsson, Emil Persson, Xianghong Wang

PII: S0167-4870(16)30305-1

DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.joep.2016.05.007

Reference: JOEP 1922

To appear in: Journal of Economic Psychology

Received Date: 26 November 2014

Revised Date: 19 May 2016

Accepted Date: 30 May 2016

Please cite this article as: Kocher, M.G., Martinsson, P., Persson, E., Wang, X., Is there a hidden cost of imposing

a minimum contribution level for public good contributions?, Journal of Economic Psychology (2016), doi: http://

dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.joep.2016.05.007

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for publication. As a service to our customers

we are providing this early version of the manuscript. The manuscript will undergo copyediting, typesetting, and

review of the resulting proof before it is published in its final form. Please note that during the production process

errors may be discovered which could affect the content, and all legal disclaimers that apply to the journal pertain.

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.joep.2016.05.007
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.joep.2016.05.007
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.joep.2016.05.007


  

1 

 

Is there a hidden cost of imposing a 

minimum contribution level for 

public good contributions? 

 

Martin G. Kocher 

Department of Economics, University of Munich, Germany 

Department of Economics, University of Gothenburg, Sweden 

School of Economics and Finance, Queensland University of Technology, Australia 

 

Peter Martinsson 

Department of Economics, University of Gothenburg, Sweden 

 

Emil Persson 

Department of Economics, University of Gothenburg, Sweden 

 

Xianghong Wang 

School of Economics, Renmin University of China, China 

 

Corresponding author: Xianghong Wang,  

Address: School of Economics. Renmin University of China 

#59 Zhong Guan Cun Ave., Beijing 100872, China; 

 e-mail: shwang06@ruc.edu.cn. 

Telephone: 86-10-82500251 

 

 

Abstract: We examine the effects of either exogenously imposing or endogenously letting subjects 

choose whether to impose minimum contribution levels (MCLs) in a linear public goods experiment 

using the strategy method. Our results on contribution levels to the public goods are fairly independent 

of how MCLs are imposed. We find that the main effect of an MCL on unconditional contributions is 

that it increases low contribution levels to the MCL imposed, while the effect of those contributing 
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