
Author’s Accepted Manuscript

What You See is What You Do: Imagery and the
Moral Judgements of Individuals with OCD

Alexia.A. Trafford, Abigail.L. Wroe, Gary Brown,
Olga Luzon

PII: S2211-3649(17)30092-1
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jocrd.2017.12.002
Reference: JOCRD367

To appear in: Journal of Obsessive-Compulsive and Related Disorders

Received date: 20 May 2017
Revised date: 5 December 2017
Accepted date: 6 December 2017

Cite this article as: Alexia.A. Trafford, Abigail.L. Wroe, Gary Brown and Olga
Luzon, What You See is What You Do: Imagery and the Moral Judgements of
Individuals with OCD, Journal of Obsessive-Compulsive and Related Disorders,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jocrd.2017.12.002

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for
publication. As a service to our customers we are providing this early version of
the manuscript. The manuscript will undergo copyediting, typesetting, and
review of the resulting galley proof before it is published in its final citable form.
Please note that during the production process errors may be discovered which
could affect the content, and all legal disclaimers that apply to the journal pertain.

www.elsevier.com/locate/jocrd

http://www.elsevier.com/locate/jocrd
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jocrd.2017.12.002
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jocrd.2017.12.002


 1 

What You See is What You Do: Imagery and the Moral Judgements of 

Individuals with OCD 

Trafford, Alexia.A., Wroe, Abigail.L., Brown, Gary, Luzon, Olga 

Department of Clinical Psychology, Royal Holloway, University of London, UK 

 

*Address for correspondence: Department of Clinical Psychology, Royal Holloway, 

University of London, Egham Hill, Edham, Surrey, TW20 0EX. 

olga.luzon@rhul.ac.uk  

 

Abstract 

Background 

It has been suggested that differences in moral judgements play a role in Obsessive 

Compulsive Disorder (OCD). Specifically, it has been proposed that individuals with 

OCD make moral judgements using more deontological rather than utilitarian 

principles. Visualising an image has also been linked to making deontological 

judgements in non-clinical populations; however, this has not yet been tested in 

individuals with OCD, who often experience intrusive imagery.  

Method 

One hundred and forty-five participants (including 30 with OCD and 27 in a 

comparison group) answered questions on moral dilemmas that required them to 
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