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Highlights
¢ A novel model is applied to the study of trauma and adolescent psychopathology.
e Trauma exposure is associated with blunted cardiac output response to stress.
e Blunted cardiac output is associated with adolescent externalizing symptoms.
Abstract
Alterations in physiological reactivity to stress are argued to be central mechanisms linking
adverse childhood environmental experiences to internalizing and externalizing

psychopathology. Childhood trauma exposure may influence physiological reactivity to stress in

distinct ways from other forms of childhood adversity. This study applied a novel theoretical
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