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Highlights 

 

 Opioid addiction is a chronic and relapsing mental health disorder. 

 An Individual’s social network influences the outcome after taking opioids. 

 Here we review the rodent literature on the subject. 

 Includes studies on isolation, enrichment, and housing with different cage-mates. 

 Improved understanding of the social influences on opioid addiction is needed. 
 

 

Abstract 

Opioid addiction is a chronic and relapsing mental health disorder. However, only some 

individuals exposed to opioids, either recreationally or during the course of pain management, 

will develop addiction. The reasons why some individuals develop addiction and some are 

spared are not fully understood. Studies indicate that it is likely a combination of genetic 
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