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Abstract 

Laughter and smile are typical expressions of mirth and fundamental means of social 

communication. Despite their general interest, the current knowledge about the brain regions 

involved in the production of these expressions is still very limited, and the principal insights 

come from electrical stimulation (ES) studies in patients, in which, nevertheless, laughter or smile 

have been elicited very rarely. Previous studies showed that laughter is evoked by the stimulation 
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