Accepted Manuscript

SOCIAL
SCIENCE

&
MEDICINE

Is there a “right time” for bad news? Kairos in familial communication on hereditary
breast and ovarian cancer risk

Derbez Benjamin

Pl S0277-9536(18)30078-9
DOI: 10.1016/j.socscimed.2018.02.022
Reference: SSM 11630

To appearin:  Social Science & Medicine

Received Date: 1 February 2017
Revised Date: 19 February 2018
Accepted Date: 22 February 2018

Please cite this article as: Benjamin, D., Is there a “right time” for bad news? Kairos in familial
communication on hereditary breast and ovarian cancer risk, Social Science & Medicine (2018), doi:
10.1016/j.socscimed.2018.02.022.

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for publication. As a service to

our customers we are providing this early version of the manuscript. The manuscript will undergo
copyediting, typesetting, and review of the resulting proof before it is published in its final form. Please
note that during the production process errors may be discovered which could affect the content, and all
legal disclaimers that apply to the journal pertain.


https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2018.02.022

Is there a “right time” for bad news?

Kairos in familial communication on hereditary breast and ovarian cancer risk

Author: Derbez Benjamin, sociologist, Assistant Professor at the University of Western
Brittany, France.

benjamin.derbez@univ-brest.fr

Abstract:

Time has long been considered as an important dimension of the process of disclosure of
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information about genetic risk to kin. The question of the “right time to tell” has been
frequently noticed but seldom placed at the centre of the analyses of social scientists. Based
on an ethnographical fieldwork in a French cancer genetics clinic, this article aims to show
that many dimensions of the practical issues of disclosure to family can be fruitfully
addressed through the temporal lens of kairos. Relying on the case of hereditary breast and
ovarian cancer risk, it firstly highlights the existence of a mismatch between the
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“chronological” time of prevention proposed by professionals and the “kairological” time of
disclosure lived by informants. Secondly, it emphasises the problematic nature of the
pragmatic approach of time associated with kairos. On the one hand one can draw some
benefits from seeking the right time to inform relatives, but on the other hand waiting on

uncertain opportunities to disclose such information can make communication even more

difficult.
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