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THE LINK BETWEEN INCOME INEQUALITY AND HEALTH IN EUROPE, ADDING 

STRENGTH DIMENSIONS OF PRIMARY CARE TO THE EQUATION 

Abstract 

Income inequality has been clearly associated with reduced 

population health. A body of evidence suggests that  a strong 

primary care system may mitigate this negative asso ciation. 

The aim of this study is to assess the strength of the primary 

care system’s effect on the inverse association bet ween income 

inequality and health in Europe. Health is operatio nalised 

using four cross-sectional outcomes: self-rated hea lth, life 

expectancy, mental well-being, and infant mortality . Strength 

of the primary care system is measured using the fr amework of 

the Primary Health Care Activity Monitor Europe, an d income 

inequality by the Gini coefficient. Multiple regres sion models 

with interaction terms were used. The results confi rm that 

especially the structure and continuity dimension o f primary 

care strength can buffer the inverse association be tween 

income inequality and health. European policymakers  should 

therefore focus on strengthening primary care syste ms in order 

to reduce inequity in health. 

 

 

 

Keywords: Europe, primary care, strength, income in equality, 

health, Gini  



Download English Version:

https://daneshyari.com/en/article/7328332

Download Persian Version:

https://daneshyari.com/article/7328332

Daneshyari.com

https://daneshyari.com/en/article/7328332
https://daneshyari.com/article/7328332
https://daneshyari.com

