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Who are the ‘ghost’ MPs? Evidence from
the French Parliament

Nicolas Gavoille∗

Abstract

This paper studies the characteristics of the ghost deputies of the French
National Assembly, i.e. deputies who do not have any official recorded activity
over a whole year. Using a rich dataset providing various information about all
deputies from 1959 to 2012, the results indicate that the typical ghost deputy
is an old man with a low level of schooling, member of a large party which
does not support the government and who is elected in jurisdiction with a low
level of political competition. However, personal characteristics are less and
less correlated with performance over the years. Finally, ghost deputies face
more difficulties to achieve reelection, but are penalized only at the first round,
voters exclusively considering national factors at the second round.
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Étienne Farvaque, Vincenzo Galasso, Fabio Padovano and Marco Portmann, participants at the
European Public Choice Society 2016 in Freiburg and at the Annual Meeting of the French Eco-
nomic Association 2016 in Nancy as well as two anonymous reviewers for their insightful comments
and suggestions.

1



Download English Version:

https://daneshyari.com/en/article/7351752

Download Persian Version:

https://daneshyari.com/article/7351752

Daneshyari.com

https://daneshyari.com/en/article/7351752
https://daneshyari.com/article/7351752
https://daneshyari.com

