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Abstract

This paper analyzes the effects of immigration on the size and quality of public ed-
ucation using a quantitative political economy model that allows for a heterogeneous
immigrant population. Our analysis distinguishes between short and long-run effects
and accounts for the consequences of naturalization and assimilation. We use the model
to analyze Spain’s large 2000-2008 immigration wave. We find that immigration led to
a 15% increase in public enrollment in the short run, together with a 3% reduction in
public education spending and almost a 1 percentage-point increase in the share of na-
tive households using private schools. Depending on the eventual degree of assimilation,
these trends will be greatly intensified or mitigated once immigrants naturalize and gain
the right to vote. Our analysis suggests that assimilation in terms of family size and
the value assigned to children’s education are the most relevant dimensions quantita-
tively. We also show that immigration policies that favor one group over another can
significantly alter the overall effects of immigration on the schooling system.
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