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Abstract  

 

Over the last six decades there has been less co-authorship in leading economic history journals than 

in leading general economics journals. There has also been a strong, monotonic increase in co-

authorship in economic history journals that roughly parallels general economics journals but sharply 

differs from leading history journals. Increased co-authorship cannot be explained by increasing use 

of econometrics or large data sets; rather, it is likely due to common changes in incentives facing 

economic historians and economists. Finally, co-authorships in economic history are more likely to be 

formed of individuals of different seniority compared to economics generally.  
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The data and replication files for this article are available at http://doi.org/10.3886/E102364V1. We 

wish to thank Ran Abramitzky for sharing his data on economic history articles published in the 

leading general economics journals. We gratefully acknowledge comments by Sarah Ansari, Sara 

Horrell, Chris Minns, Joan Rosés, two anonymous referees and the Editor, and the responses by all 

those in our survey of co-authors‘ ages. The usual disclaimer applies. The age difference between the 

authors is 22 years.  
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