Accepted Manuscript

Migrant self-selection: Anthropometric evidence from the mass migration of Italians to
the United States, 1907-1925

Yannay Spitzer, Ariell Zimran

Pl S0304-3878(18)30423-1
DOI: 10.1016/j.jdeveco.2018.04.006
Reference: DEVEC 2224

To appearin:  Journal of Development Economics

Received Date: 17 August 2017
Revised Date: 13 April 2018
Accepted Date: 16 April 2018

Please cite this article as: Spitzer, Y., Zimran, A., Migrant self-selection: Anthropometric evidence from
the mass migration of Italians to the United States, 1907-1925, Journal of Development Economics
(2018), doi: 10.1016/j.jdeveco.2018.04.006.

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for publication. As a service to

our customers we are providing this early version of the manuscript. The manuscript will undergo
copyediting, typesetting, and review of the resulting proof before it is published in its final form. Please
note that during the production process errors may be discovered which could affect the content, and all
legal disclaimers that apply to the journal pertain.


https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jdeveco.2018.04.006

Migrant Self-Selection

Anthropometric Evidence from the Mass Migration of Italians to the United States,

1907-1925
Yannay Spitzer Ariell Zimran
yannay.spitzer@huji.ac.il ariell.zimran@vanderbilt.edu
Hebrew University of Jerusalem Vanderbilt University
April 2018
Abstract

We study migrant selection using the rich data generated by the migration of Italians to the US between
1907 and 1925. Comparing migrants’ heights to the height distributions of their birth cohorts in their
provinces of origin produces a measure of selection that is exogenous to migration, representative, and
generated by almost unrestricted migration. The Italian migration was negatively selected at the national
level, but positively selected at the local level. Selection varied systematically within Italy, with more
positive local selection from shorter and poorer provinces. Selection was more negative among individuals
with stronger connections in the United States and became more positive after imposition of the literacy
test in 1917. These results highlight the importance of measuring selection at the local level to fully
understanding the composition of migrant flows, shed light on the potential impacts of screening policies,
and support theories that relate networks to more negative selection.
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Notes This is a revised version of chapter 4 of Zimran’s dissertation. A previous version of this paper was titled “Self-Selection

of Immigrants on the Basis of Living Standards: Evidence from the Stature of Italian Immigrants at Ellis Island, 1907-1925.”
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