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Abstract

This paper uses variation in school assignments generated by Mexico City’s public
high school choice mechanism to document a strong causal influence of older siblings
on their younger siblings’ school choice behavior. The effects of older sibling admission
on the probabilities of choosing both the sibling’s school and distinct but observably
similar schools are large and positive, even when siblings are too far apart in age to
attend school together. The evidence is more consistent with information transmission
and path dependence channels than cost, convenience, sibling competition, or parental
pressure. Sibling-induced changes in stated preferences affect admissions outcomes,
including assignment to elite schools. The results imply significant externalities from
policies such as affirmative action that alter the distribution of school assignments, as
well as providing insight into the role of family networks in decision-making regarding
educational investments.

JEL Codes: I20, I25, O15

∗E-mail: andrew.dustan@vanderbilt.edu. I thank Alain de Janvry, Elisabeth Sadoulet, Fred Finan, Ben
Faber, Jeremy Magruder, and Ted Miguel for helpful comments. Participants at various UC Berkeley sem-
inars, the Northeast Universities Development Consortium Conference, the Pacific Conference for Develop-
ment, Fourth SOLE/EALE World Meetings, and several other seminars provided useful feedback. Roberto
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