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Abstract

This essay introduces the symposium on computer science and economic
theory.
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1. Introduction

Computer scientists and economists share interests in several areas of eco-
nomic theory, and individuals from both groups have been working together
and in parallel for approximately three decades. Interest in the interaction of
computer science and economics has intensified in the last 15 years, fueled in
large part by the development of large computer networks such as the Web
and the Internet. The emergence of these new systems has caused a profound
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