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Please cite this article as: Léontine Goldzahl, Guillaume Hollard,
Florence Jusot, Increasing breast-cancer screening uptake: a randomized
controlled experiment, <![CDATA[Journal of Health Economics]]> (2018),
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jhealeco.2017.12.004

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for publication.
As a service to our customers we are providing this early version of the manuscript.
The manuscript will undergo copyediting, typesetting, and review of the resulting proof
before it is published in its final form. Please note that during the production process
errors may be discovered which could affect the content, and all legal disclaimers that
apply to the journal pertain.

https://doi.org/doi:10.1016/j.jhealeco.2017.12.004
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jhealeco.2017.12.004


Page 1 of 55

Acc
ep

te
d 

M
an

us
cr

ip
t

Increasing breast-cancer screening uptake: a randomized

controlled experiment

Léontine Goldzahl∗, Guillaume Hollard †, Florence Jusot ‡§

Abstract

Early screening increases the likelihood of detecting cancer, thereby improving survival rates.
National screening programs have been established in which eligible women receive a letter
containing a voucher for a free screening. Even so, mammography use is often considered as
remaining too low. We test four behavioral interventions in a large-scale randomized experiment
involving 26,495 women. Our main assumption is that, due to biases in decision-making, women
may be sensitive to the content and presentation of the invitation letter they receive. None of our
treatments had any significant impact on mammography use. Sub-sample analysis suggests that
this lack of a significant impact holds also for women invited for the first time and low-income
women.
Keywords: cancer screening, randomized controlled experiment, behavioral interventions.
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