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Abstract

Data from the first two waves of the Fragile Family and Child Wellbeing study indicate
that infants who look like their father at birth are healthier one year later. The reason
is such father-child resemblance induces a father to spend more time engaged in positive
parenting. An extra day (per month) of time-investment by a typical visiting father
enhances child health by just over 10% of a standard deviation. This estimate is not
biased by the effect of child health on father-involvement or omitted maternal ability,
thereby eliminating endogeneity biases that plague existing studies. The result has
implications regarding the role of a father’s time in enhancing child health, especially
in fragile families.

JEL Classification: I12, J12, J13
Keywords: Child health, Nonresident father, Father-child resemblance

∗The authors are grateful to Alfonso Lagunes-Flores, Christopher Hanes, Chanita Holmes, all members of
the Labor/Applied Microeconomics Group at Binghamton University, participants of the May 2016 Society
of Labor Economists Meetings, as well as two anonymous referees and Ellen Meara, the editor of this journal,
for very constructive comments and suggestions which substantially improved our paper.

1

matrace@siue.edu
polachek@binghamton.edu


Download English Version:

https://daneshyari.com/en/article/7362938

Download Persian Version:

https://daneshyari.com/article/7362938

Daneshyari.com

https://daneshyari.com/en/article/7362938
https://daneshyari.com/article/7362938
https://daneshyari.com

