
�������� ��	
���
��

Social preferences are stable over long periods of time

Fredrik Carlsson, Olof Johansson-Stenman, Pham Khanh Nam

PII: S0047-2727(14)00139-X
DOI: doi: 10.1016/j.jpubeco.2014.05.009
Reference: PUBEC 3459

To appear in: Journal of Public Economics

Received date: 20 June 2013
Revised date: 15 April 2014
Accepted date: 7 May 2014

Please cite this article as: Carlsson, Fredrik, Johansson-Stenman, Olof, Nam, Pham
Khanh, Social preferences are stable over long periods of time, Journal of Public Economics
(2014), doi: 10.1016/j.jpubeco.2014.05.009

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for publication.
As a service to our customers we are providing this early version of the manuscript.
The manuscript will undergo copyediting, typesetting, and review of the resulting proof
before it is published in its final form. Please note that during the production process
errors may be discovered which could affect the content, and all legal disclaimers that
apply to the journal pertain.

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jpubeco.2014.05.009
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jpubeco.2014.05.009


AC
C

EP
TE

D
 M

AN
U

SC
R

IP
T

ACCEPTED MANUSCRIPT

1 

 

Social preferences are stable over long periods of time 

 
Fredrik Carlsson, University of Gothenburg, SwedenA

 

 

Olof Johansson-Stenman, University of Gothenburg, SwedenB
 

 

Pham Khanh Nam, Ho Chi Minh, City University of Economics, Vietnam
C
 

 

 

Abstract 

We measure people’s pro-social behavior, in terms of voluntary money and labor 

contributions to an archetypical public good, a bridge, and in terms of voluntary money 

contributions in a public good game, using the same non-student sample in rural Vietnam at 

four different points in time from 2005 to 2011. Two of the observed events are actual 

voluntary contributions (one in terms of money and one in terms of labor), one is from a 

natural field experiment, and one is from an artefactual field experiment. Despite large 

contextual variations, we find a strong positive and statistically significant correlation 

between voluntary contributions, whether correcting for other covariates or not. This suggests 

that pro-social preferences are fairly stable over long periods of time and contexts.  
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