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Highlights:  

 The direct social origin effect is stable over historical and biographical time  

 Career mobility is stronger in the Netherlands compared to Italy 

 The intragenerational stability of the direct effect is the result of contrasting mechanisms 

 Social origin plays a role beyond the first job entry in both countries 

 The direct effect would decrease without the role that social origin plays over the career 

   

1. Introduction 

A noteworthy result of intergenerational social mobility research is that social origin strongly 

influences occupational destinations, and that a large part of this gross effect is mediated by 

educational attainment. Still, several studies pointed out that social origin plays a substantive role 
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