
Accepted Manuscript

Title: New Zealand: New futures, new thinking?

Author: Bob Frame

PII: S0016-3287(17)30366-X
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.futures.2018.04.005
Reference: JFTR 2306

To appear in:

Received date: 29-10-2017
Revised date: 23-3-2018
Accepted date: 20-4-2018

Please cite this article as: Bob Frame, New Zealand: New futures, new thinking?,
Futures https://doi.org/10.1016/j.futures.2018.04.005

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for publication.
As a service to our customers we are providing this early version of the manuscript.
The manuscript will undergo copyediting, typesetting, and review of the resulting proof
before it is published in its final form. Please note that during the production process
errors may be discovered which could affect the content, and all legal disclaimers that
apply to the journal pertain.

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.futures.2018.04.005
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.futures.2018.04.005


1 

 

1 

New Zealand: new futures, new thinking? 

 

Bob Frame* 

 

*Corresponding author: Bob Frame, Manaaki Whenua-Landcare Research, PO Box 69040, 

Lincoln 7640, New Zealand; +64-274-784-123; research@frameworks.nz 

 

Highlights  

 New Zealand’s history of futures studies is described in various phases and examined 

through the lenses of wicked problems and futures literacy  

 Long-term stewardship is increasing as noted in practical examples and legislation 

though in tension by presentism 

 Maori culture will influence futures studies  such as in the 2017 Act giving the 

Whanganui River status equal to a person  

 Collaborative environmental governance is an important approach with an inherent 

long-term focus 

 Futures studies has a pragmatic impact on policy development that has yet to develop 

into an integral futures approach 

 

Abstract The development of futures studies in New Zealand over several decades is 

reviewed. As in other jurisdictions, early futures studies in New Zealand were predominantly 

problem-oriented using trend analysis and scenarios.  More recently it is heading towards 

developing more long-term perspectives including crowd-sourcing possibilities through 

social media. This is supported by the strong sense of stewardship embedded in its 

indigenous culture and an increasing use of participatory processes in environmental 

decision-making around highly complex issues. The potential to address complexity through 

technologies for wicked problems and futures literacy is discussed in detail. While the 

potential for wider relevance appears to move in disconnected phases of activity, there is a 

movement towards forms of long-term stewardship, albeit tempered by presentism. One 

highlight is the 2017 Act providing the Whanganui River with legal status equal to that of a 

person. Another is the use of collaborative environmental governance such as the Land and 
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