
Accepted Manuscript

Title: Space Colonization and Suffering Risks: Reassessing
the “Maxipok Rule”

Author: Phil Torres

PII: S0016-3287(17)30405-6
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.futures.2018.04.008
Reference: JFTR 2309

To appear in:

Received date: 1-11-2017
Revised date: 13-4-2018
Accepted date: 20-4-2018

Please cite this article as: Phil Torres, Space Colonization
and Suffering Risks: Reassessing the “Maxipok Rule”,
Futures https://doi.org/10.1016/j.futures.2018.04.008

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for publication.
As a service to our customers we are providing this early version of the manuscript.
The manuscript will undergo copyediting, typesetting, and review of the resulting proof
before it is published in its final form. Please note that during the production process
errors may be discovered which could affect the content, and all legal disclaimers that
apply to the journal pertain.

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.futures.2018.04.008
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.futures.2018.04.008


  1 of 42 

 

Space Colonization and Suffering Risks: Reassessing the “Maxipok Rule” 

 

Phil Torres, Project for Future Human Flourishing 

 

philosophytorres@gmail.com 

 

849 South 7th St., Apt. 4A 

Philadelphia, PA 19147 

 

Highlights 

 Explores the likely consequences of a human diaspora into space. 

 Argues that there are no effective mechanisms for ensuring security between 

different species and civilizations. 

 Claims that this will result in constant and catastrophic wars, thus realizing a 

“suffering risk.” 

 

Abstract: This article argues that, contra Bostrom (2003), every second of delayed space coloni-

zation could be immensely desirable; indeed, the longer the delay, the better, with the best out-

come being no colonization at all. The argument begins by hypothesizing that expansion into 

space will generate a wide variety of distinct species, many having their own cultural, political, 

religious, etc. traditions. Next, the paper offers reasons for expecting catastrophic conflicts be-

tween different civilizations, both near and far, to be the default outcome. Third, it examines 

some strategies for mitigating conflict, including (i) the establishment of a “cosmic Leviathan” 

that is capable of imposing law and order within the cosmopolitical arena, and (ii) the implemen-

tation of policies of deterrence to prevent one civilization from attacking another. Both of these 

strategies appear problematic, though, due to (a) fundamental physical limitations on the speed 

of space travel and the transfer of information, and (b) the advanced weaponry that future civili-

zations will almost certainly have at their disposal. The conclusion is that colonizing our solar 
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