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Abstract

Taking the ambitious educational programmes anbaglcollecting practices of f&entury industrial arts
museums as case studies this article analyseslthefrdesign in shaping the future. The articlaraines the
historical dynamics behind the construction of fatuknowledge and futures expertise on the one, tzamt
current futures construction within design musewfiections on the other. It tests strategic drivaard trends
for the imagination and design of futures in theseum within the context of wider debates abouttiee of
museums as sites of transdisciplinary practicahieg. In this way the article also considers haitural value
is articulated through changing concepts of time @mporality embodied in material form. The fisakttion
examines the potential for social agency and astivwwithin the design museum to foster criticaleefion on
the methods by which social institutions signal ahdpe directions of change. The article findsithatoviding
tools for the sharing as well as shaping of visiohthe future, wider debates about the designgecoin the
museum have much to contribute to futures agendyligaracy across disciplinary and professionalrutaries.
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Abstract

Taking the ambitious educational programmes anbajloollecting practices of &entury industrial arts and
design museums as case studies this article asalyseole of design in shaping the future. Thielart
examines the historical dynamics behind the coostm of futures knowledge and futures expertis¢henone
hand, and current futures construction within desigiseum collections on the other. It tests stiatgvers
and trends for the imagination and design of figunehe museum within the context of wider debatasut the
value of museums as sites of transdisciplinarytfmaldearning. In this way the article also comrsglhow
cultural value is articulated through changing apts of time and temporality embodied in mateigaif. The
final section examines the potential for socialraxyeand activism within the design museum to fostiical
reflection on the methods by which social instdas signal and shape directions of change. Theafinds
that in providing tools for the sharing as wellsasiping of visions of the future, wider debatesualtoe
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